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delinquency discussed in this book. The book is intended for parents, teach- 
ers, and social workers who are in direct contact with the problem of training 
young children. While thoroughly scientific in method, the author has 
throughout confined himself to simple and non-technical terms. He places 
great emphasis upon the importance of careful analysis of the specific causes 
of dishonesty as preliminary to effective remedial treatment. Among under- 

lying causes the following are made the subjects of chapters: home conditions 
and parental behavior, companionship, amusement and adventure, habits- 
mental, physical, and social; physical conditions, abnormal mentality, 
impulsions and obsessions. Numerous detailed accounts of specific cases give 
valuable suggestions both for diagnosis and treatment. This is one of the 
most useful of the recent books dealing with the moral aspects of education. 

FRANKLIN W. JOHNSON 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

A Comparative Study of the Township District, Consolidated, Town, and 
City Schools of Indiana. By LESTER BURTON ROGERS, Ph.D. 

Menasha, Wis.: George Banta Publishing Co., 1915. Pp. vi+ 210. 

The purpose of this study, as set forth by the author in his introductory 
chapter is to present such correlated data of the four types of schools, the one- 
room township district school, the township consolidated school, the village or 
town school, and the city school of Indiana, as will reveal the exact condition 
of these four types of schools with reference to school plants, teachers, school 
population, attendance, curricula, supervision, revenue and expenditures, 
and to determine: 

(i) To what extent do the facts substantiate the claims made by the 
advocates for consolidation. 

(2) Which of the advantages gained by consolidation are limited to this 
type of organization. 

(3) To what extent is the present plan of organization and administration 
of consolidated schools applicable to the rural situation. 

(4) The essentials in the reorganization and administration of all rural 
and town schools to insure equality of opportunity for all children of 
school age. 

In such a study as Dr. Rogers has made, the selection of representative 
units for investigation and the method of gathering and compiling data have 
an important bearing on the value to be placed upon the data and the con- 
clusions reached. Great care was exercised by the author in getting typical 
corporations for study. The data were gathered by personal interviews and 
from official records, while the compilations were made by the author and one 
assistant. The data submitted appear to be entirely reliable. 

The book is divided into nine chapters as follows: "Introduction," 
"School Plants," "Teachers," "Enrichment of Curricula," "Supervision," 
"School Statistics," "School Finances-Receipts," "School Finances-Expen- 
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ditures," and "Summary and Conclusion." Chaps. ii-viii present in Tables 
I-XCVI rather exhaustive data on their respective topics. The discussion 
and interpretation of these materials will be helpful to teachers and school 
officials. 

The conclusions reached concerning consolidated schools will command 
attention since they rest upon well-established facts, rather than upon general 
assertions. The book should prove suggestive and helpful to those engaged 
in administering public education. Notwithstanding the absence of a bibli- 

ography and an index (which is regrettable) it will also supply in compact and 
accessible form valuable data for such courses in school supervision and admin- 
istration as are usually given in normal schools, colleges, and universities. 

W. H. SANDERS 
LA CROSSE NORMAL SCHOOL 

A History of American Literature since z87o. By FRED LEWIS PATTEE. 
New York: Century, i915. 8vo, pp. 449. $2.oo. 

It is a very pleasant, if difficult, task to which Professor Pattee set him- 
self in this volume; and the work is pleasantly done, and done with enthusiasm. 
The author is working in new soil; for he is the first to attempt to block out 
this the most recent period of our literature. The volume contains a wealth 
of facts which seem to be accurately stated. It is this assemblage of number- 
less facts, biographical and bibliographical, between two covers that will make 
the book of great usefulness. The critical side of the work is less commendable. 

What Professor Pattee desires to do is to interpret for us the spirit from 
which the poetry, prose fiction, and miscellaneous prose of the period were 
articulated. He is interested in national rather than literary ideals. Although 
his enthusiasm for his field leads him to say that "never before has there been 
so high an average of literary workmanship'" (p. 24), most critics of the period 
will probably sympathize with his apparent opinion that the writing under 
consideration is more interesting as a comment on life than it is as art. Hence 
the special aim of the volume is pleasing. But it is also dangerous; and it is 
especially so if the critic wishing to interpret writers almost of his own gen- 
eration approaches his task with enthusiasm. 

Of Professor Pattee's glowing fondness for the period there can be no 
doubt. He says: "The decade from 1868 is in every respect the most vital 
and significant one in the history of America" (p. ig). The Centennial of 
1876 furnished Bayard Taylor "subject and occasion . . . . worthy of a 
Milton" (p. I20). This is giving Grant's administration "a clean bill" with 
a vengeance. The same uncritical spirit causes a curt dismissal of Edmund 
Gosse's opinion that the period was deficient in poetry (p. 345), though Pro- 
fessor Pattee fails to make his poets seem very impressive. He writes with 
most gusto when celebrating the period as one of revolt from books and old- 
world culture, as one of enthusiasm for things concerning the common people. 
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